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Abstract

The art of tilework after the spread of Islam, especially in the Seljuk pe-
riod and subsequently during the Ilkhanid period, was developed in such
a way that in the Ilkhanid period, in addition to the exterior, the interior
was decorated with tiles and the name of the potter and the date of con-
struction appeared on it. In this period, the tradition governing the form
of tile was star tile, and the centers of production of this type of tile can
be noted as Kashan, Saveh, and Soltan Abad, among which Kashan is of
particular importance because it was the main home of Iranian tile mak-
ing.This study aims to investigate the themes used in tiles and their the-
matic classification, to identify intertextual relationships in the motifs of
these tiles, and to answer the question of what intertextual relationships
the decorative motifs of Ilkhanid star tiles have with their preceding
texts.This research follows the descriptive-analytical approach and at-
tempts have been made to read the contents of tiles from an intertextual
perspective. The results of this study indicate that Kashan's star tile mo-
tifs have explicit and implicit relationships with their pre-existing texts
from the perspective of genetic intertextuality. They have benefited from
this to be closer to the people of the region and to gain legitimacy along
with the interaction with the cultural identity of their time.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Tile is one of the treasures of valuable Is-
lamic art that has its roots in Iranian art’s
history and represents the religion, cul-
ture, and beliefs of its people in a particu-
lar period. With the devastating invasion of
the Mongols in Iran, most pottery produc-
tion centers such as Gorgan, Rey, and Ney-
shabur were destroyed, but Kashan was
spared from this destruction and the pro-
duction of pottery continued in this city.
Kashan's pottery technique has an ancient
history and features that make it worth re-
searching in various respects.

Kashan was the main center of tile pro-
duction during the Ilkhanid period and
various tiles were produced there in terms
of technique, but the dominant form of
tiles produced was star tile. These tiles
with animal, plant, geometrical, human,
and type of composition and use of ele-
ments of ancient Iranian and Chinese art
have a special advantage.

This study investigates the thematic
themes used in tiles and categorizes them
to answer this question: What intertextual
relationships do the decorative motifs of
Ilkhanid star tiles have with the texts be-
fore them? The findings of the research in-
dicate that relations between China and
Iran and the subsequent Chinese export
goods such as textiles and porcelain and
the influence of ancient Iranian art have
been sources of inspiration for Iranian art-
ists, which have been used as pretexts ex-
plicitly and implicitly with the purpose of
sovereignty, which on the one hand is
proximity to the art of the East and on the
other hand, to link with Iranian art and

culture and to show the public face and
gain legitimacy and popularity in society.

2. Result

In this research, the analysis and reading
of the contents of tiles are considered
from the perspective of "Gerrard Genette's
Theory of Transtextuality". Gerrard Ge-
nette has viewed intertextual relationships
with a structuralistic approach. During the
Mongol era, one of the most beautiful mas-
terpieces of tile work was created in Iran.
In addition to reviving this art, tilemakers
in different cities in Kashan succeeded in
creating beautiful tiles to decorate the
walls and altars of mosques by inventing
new methods. During this period, Iranian
artisans used star-shaped tiles whose
spaces were filled with cross-shaped tiles.
One of the reasons for using this shape
was people's beliefs and norms. Another
reason for the use of star tile is that the
eight-pointed star was considered the
best practical measuring device as the
main grid of the base pattern. Motifs used
in the mentioned tiles include animal,
plant, geometric, and human motifs. De-

spite the emphasis of many historians on
the existence of Islamic thought in relation
to the lack of pictures of living beings,
studies show that these motifs have a large
share in the decoration of Ilkhanid tiles. In
addition to symbolic aspects, animal mo-
tifs also represent the animals of the sur-
rounding nature. Vegetal motifs are one of
the main motifs used on star tiles, and art-
ists have depicted this category of motifs
more due to religious reasons and accord-
ing to the tradition of Islamic painting. In
some cases, these motifs alone cover the
entire surface of the tile .The design of a

plant growing out of water shows the be-
lief of Ilkhanians that every living thing
grows out of water, and the image of a fish,
which is a symbol of life among ancient
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Iranians, kept its special place in artistic
designs after Islam. Among the star tiles
obtained with geometric motifs, some are
completely covered with these motifs. As
can be seen in these tiles, the artists, in-
spired by the Sasanian plaster work and
combining it with the cultural atmosphere
of their time, have created a new work in
the majority of poetry on the edge of the
tile. Human motifs in the form of riders,
musicians, and seated people are used to
show normal scenes of life. The role of hu-
man elements has been drawn in that pe-
riod according to the beauty standard of
the Iranian face; the moon-like face, elon-
gated eyes, and connected eyebrows are
the characteristics of these faces. During
the period of the Mongols, the figures
were influenced by them during the com-
munication with the Chinese. Of course,
these motifs were also close to the im-
agery of Manichaeans and Seljuks. In the
mentioned tile, one sees the continuation
of the artistic tradition of ancient Iran as a
pretext in combination with the customs
and culture of the Ilkhans, and on the edge
of the tile, the artist created a rhythm by
repeating uniform geometric patterns,
and together with the central role of the

tile, this work has removed static and still-
ness.

3. Conclusion

After examining the samples of Kashan
star tiles, it can be said that the patterns
and elements of the tiles have differences
from previous periods. These differences
are mainly the result of the influence of
ancient Iranian and Chinese art in the con-
text of intertextual relationships con-
sistent with the aesthetics of their own
culture. But in general, the use of ancient
Iranian and Chinese art as a pretext and
inscriptions on the edge of the tile is in line
with the realization of the Ilkhanate's goal,
which was to gain legitimacy, durability,
and general acceptance of the government
among the society. On the edge of the tile,
reliance on the cultural and religious back-
ground of the people can be seen in the
form of inscriptions in Persian and Arabic
script. At the same time, it should be noted
that the inscriptions on the edge of the tile
have no connection with the images of the
tile and are separate from each other. Also,
sharing this type of tile with religious and
public places expresses the fact that there
is no difference between the patriarchal
rulers.
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